CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
(via teleconference)
AUGUST 17, 2020
6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS ONLINE: Tom McCarthy, Dawn Bulera, Noah Bluesky, Pete Ludwig, JP Armstrong [online at 6:14 pm]

STAFF ONLINE: City Administrator/Clerk Dave Engstrom, Deputy City Clerk Kate Piscitello, Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti, City Treasurer Mary Paul

OTHERS: Chris Smith, Cindie Reiter, Susan Brown, Diane Lair, Jeannie Paulson, Thom Huninghake, Jeff Paulson

1.  CALL TO ORDER
Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

2.  APPROVE AGENDA
Council Member Bulera requested two items added to the August agenda: June minutes with her corrections and additional two sentences at the end, and under the City Clerk-Administrator adding the Conditional Use Permit for business on Quasar.  
M/S/P (Bulera / Bluesky) to approve August Agenda as amended.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye; Armstrong absent.  Motion passed 4-0-1.   

3.  CONSENT AGENDA
Council Member Bulera asked that Consent Item A be removed for a correction.
M/S/P (Bulera / Bluesky) to approve Consent Agenda Items B and C as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye; Armstrong absent.  Motion passed 4-0-1.
	B.  Election Judge Appointments – Resolution 2020-08
	C.  Minutes of the City Council – June 15, 2020 [corrected]

Consent Agenda Item A – Council Member Bulera pointed out correction should be made to motion on page 3, D City Clerk – Administrator (1) omitting the word ‘moratorium’ and replacing with ‘put hold on accepting.’ The motion should read as follows:  M/S/P (Bluesky / McCarthy) to place a hold on accepting sailboat permits effective at midnight on Monday, July 20, 2020 until after the Park’s Commission holds their Public Hearing.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera nay; Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 3-1-1; Ludwig absent.  
M/S/P (Bulera / Bluesky) to approve Consent Agenda Item A with corrections noted. Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye, Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye; Armstrong absent.  Motion passed 4-0-1.
	A.  Minutes of the City Council – July 20, 2020

4.  PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
A.  Law Enforcement – Total incidents for the month of July were 60; no citations issued.

B.  Emergency Response and Fire – Total runs for Lake St. Croix Beach were 5 for July, 38 total year-to-date.

C.  Animal Control – Council Member Bulera reported no activity for July 2020; $70 monthly fee was paid.
Council Member Armstrong on-line (6:14 p.m.)

5.  CITY STAFF REPORTS
A. City Accountant Mary Paul 
1.  July Financial Report and Approval of Claims and Supplemental Claims
Accountant Mary Paul provided a statement of operations for July 2020 noting significant receipts [50% of LGA Funding received of $47,299] and expenses [$16,406 for Fire District 3rd quarter and $16,310 for Reclamite to 19th Street and 2018 Streets Project] for the month.
M/S/P (Bluesky / Bulera) to approve the total Claims to be Approved and Supplemental Claims in the amount of $68,896.92 as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 5-0.
Accountant Paul continued her report also included a Street Improvement Fund Recap 2020, Bluffland Fund Recap 2020, and Recap of Clean-Up Day held June 13, 2020, and Recap of $79,000 COVID Funding.

2.  2021 Draft Budget – Set Date for Workshop
A Draft 2021 Budget Summary was presented that has been reviewed by Tom Niedzwiecki [previous accountant].  Proposed Budget and Certified Levy is due September 30, 2020; an hour workshop will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 at 8:30 via teleconference to review the Budget/Levy. 
           
    B.  City Engineer Parotti
1.  Quinlan Update
Reconstruction was started last Tuesday; this week will be relatively quiet; on Thursday and Friday they will be grading the gravel surface and matching driveways correctly; first lift paving will be early next week; has received phone calls from half dozen-dozen residents regarding their sprinkling systems; expressed thanks to residents, mayor, and members of the Council.

2.  Bluffline Stabilization
Unit price bids were received for the 2020 Bluff Toe Stabilization Project on Wednesday, August 12, 2020; two bids were received – from Pember Companies and the remaining bid by Max Todo Marine Services, Inc.; Pember Companies withdrew their bid when they discovered a material and substantial mistake in the preparation of its bid; the remaining bid, from Max Todo Marine Services Inc. of Stillwater is as follows:
Construction Base Bid (South 300 LF)		$237,780.00
Construction Administrative estimate		$ 28,533.60
Total						$266,313.60
City Clerk-Administrator Engstrom noted additional funds will be available from the beach parking income.  It is City Engineer Parotti’s opinion that Max Todo Marine Services has the required equipment and expertise to perform the work as outlined in the contract specifications.
M/S/P (Bluesky / Ludwig) to proceed with the City Engineer’s recommendation and award the 2020 Bluff Toe Stabilization Project to Max Todo Marine Services, Inc. for the base bid in the amount of $237,780.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 5-0.	
	 
3.  Other Items
City Engineer has asked a contractor to prepare a cost estimate for pavement damaged in 2019 Flood that was expected on Friday; should be completely covered by FEMA funds; not sure on inspection of two levies as he hasn’t heard back from Army Corp of Engineers.  Additional questions on vegetation management reviewed with Mayor McCarthy.  City Engineer Parotti also weighed in on the tax forfeited property. 
   
C.  City Attorney Sandstrom  
City Attorney Sandstrom had two items to discuss: 
(1) Advised that the City Clerk-Administrator had completed preliminary work for data practices request from resident Ron Carlson that was due this Friday. 
(2) a Conditional Use Permit application was received for new business at 1980 Quasar; nature of business auto sales and minor repair work; reviewed application and determined incomplete and not ready for Public Hearing; the building owner has been notified.

D.  City Clerk, Dave Engstrom
	1.  Overgrowth in Right-of-Way
Has received numerous phone calls regarding overgrowth in the street right-of-way and driveways; LSCVFD is addressing all 5 cities relative to the issue; will be information all residents by the City’s Facebook and website; will be placing pink tape near bad corners and Tri County will be clearing City property.   
	2.  COVID-19 Funding from State/HVAC System Upgrade
Has received 2 bids to upgrade the HVAC system w/air purifiers that will keep positive air flow [one from a local contractor]; also looking into replacing faucets, toilets, light switches and door locks with ‘touchless’ replacements; plexiglass has been installed in Council Chambers prior to the Primary Election and worked well for our Election Judges; all funds received from the County must be used by September 15 – plans for any remaining funds to be distributed to LSCVFD.
	3.  Parks Commission Recommendations re: Amending Ordinance
(8.12.2020 Parks Meeting in italics) 
Motion by Joe Riley / Seconded by Nicole Runge to recommend to the City Council to amend City Code Chapter 900 relating to licensing and regulation of the mooring of watercraft, use of private boat docks, slips, or other hoists on City shoreland, as follows:
901.010.  In order to assure the orderly use of the City’s shoreland designated parkland, the mooring of watercraft or the use of private boat docks, slips, or hoists will be limited to residents of the City of Lake St. Croix Beach, and will require a permit to be issued by the City Council on an annual basis.  Permits for a maximum of 35 watercraft will be given in any year.
By Roll Call, Riley and Runge voted aye; Sandom nay; Manley and Shrider absent.  Motion Passed 2-1-2.
City Clerk-Administrator advised a Public Hearing was held at the Parks Commission on August 12, 2020 and the City is currently waiting for a letter from the Army Corp of Engineers confirming there was no prior distinction between the number of power or sailboats; the DNR has also spoken with the City Attorney with no written response to date.  Consensus of Council to table until comments received.
4.  FEMA Update
The City is now working with a third FEMA representative; pictures have been submitted, and they are working on reimbursement.
	5.  Tax Forfeited Property
A letter was received from Washington County, Property Records and Taxpayer Services, in regard to tax forfeited land located in Lake St. Croix Beach; property is located directly east of City Hall that was vacant; includes 5 lots and borders 20th and Quebec; need 8 lots to build; present structure might need to be demolished.  Discussion continued on looking for options for the property for City use, i.e. green space, drainage area, etc.

E.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
	1.  Clean-Up Day Update
It was reported that once Lakeland Shores remits additional funds due of $89.82 to the City, that LSCB will reimburse Lakeland $2,217.54; Total Clean-Up costs per city follows:
	
2.  Primary Election – August 11, 2020
The Public Accuracy Test was officially noticed and held on Thursday, August 5 and conducted by Head Election Judge Jim Goergen and Election Judge Kathryn Anderson; a total of 102 voted at City Hall [not including absentee] with 6 residents newly registered
		                      
F.  Building Permits – Report on file at City Hall

6.   OLD BUSINESS - none
    
7.   COUNCIL REPORTS AND REQUESTS – 
All Council Members thanked staff and agreed to maintain precautions to prevent the spread of COVID by continuing meetings via teleconferencing and keeping the City Hall closed to the public. 
Council Member Armstrong – Street Speed Lowering/Signs.  The City Engineer had already left the call, but City Clerk-Administrator Dave Engstrom updated he has been working with SEH to find other cities to join in discussion; received cost estimate of signs that will be in next year’s budget; still in works with further discussion later.  
Council Member Bluesky – no additional
Council Member Ludwig – no additional 
Council member Bulera –
(1) Noticed excavation at 19th and Redwing and wondered if building permit issued (City Clerk-Administrator noted WMO approved last year; all requirements have been met and no variance needed/septic has just been approved by Washington County;
 
(2) Tree down on 19th and Quinlan (City Clerk-Administrator know about it and short of moving it himself, will get it taken care of tomorrow);

(3) Update on 2020 Comp Plan (City Clerk-Administrator said the City is still working on duplex work associated to
         Met Council request);
 
(4) Ordinances (City Clerk-Administrator updated the codification committee has not met because of COVID; staff has started reviewing items that need clarification);
 
(5) Heritage Day – Boy Scouts will be serving pre-packaged tacos and Girl Scouts a virtual scavenger site; plans
also include virtual concert that Council Member Armstrong can Zoom on Facebook from home.  Council Member Bluesky was not aware plans were going forward with Heritage Day and questioned City liability, especially during COVID.  Discussion continued on pros/cons.
M/S/P (Bluesky / McCarthy) to cancel Heritage Day that was postponed until October 6, 2020 because of liability issues during COVID and ask for donations for Boy Scouts to facilitate their previous fundraising activity.  Roll call vote: Armstrong nay, Bluesky aye, Ludwig aye, Bulera nay, McCarthy aye.  Motion passed 3-2.
Mayor McCarthy –
A letter has been received from the Youth Service Bureau to continue the City’s past support of $750 for the Youth Service Bureau’s (YSB) mission.  Accountant Mary Paul advised the Gambling/Charitable fund currently has a balance of $6,500.
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bluesky) to continue the support of the Youth Service Bureau with a donation of $750, the same amount as last year.  Roll call vote: Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye; Ludwig aye; Bulera aye; McCarthy aye.  Motion passed 5-0.
Mentioned that a hairless fox has been in the LSCB area.
 	
8.   ADJOURN
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.


Respectfully submitted 

____________________________________________
             Kate Piscitello, Deputy Clerk
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