CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
(via teleconference)
JULY 20, 2020
6:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom McCarthy, JP Armstrong, Noah Bluesky, Dawn Bulera

MEMBERS ABSENT: Pete Ludwig

STAFF PRESENT: City Administrator/Clerk Dave Engstrom, Deputy City Clerk Kate Piscitello, City Accountant Mary Paul, Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, Engineer John Parotti

1. CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bluesky) to approve the July 20, 2929 Agenda as presented.  Roll call vote:  McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Ludwig absent

3. CONSENT AGENDA
Council Member Bulera asked that Consent Item A be removed for corrections.   
M/S/P (Bulera / McCarthy) to approve Consent Agenda Item B.  Roll call vote:  McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Ludwig absent.
B.  Approval of letter of thanks to Sally Thompson for her service since
    1997 upon her resignation from the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire
    Department Board and appointment of Kris Peterson to complete her 
    term.

4. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
A.  Law Enforcement – There were 83 Calls for Service; no citations issued.

B.  Emergency response and fire - Six calls for LSCB were reported.

C.  Animal Control – No activity for June

    5.  CITY STAFF REPORTS

A.  City Accountant Report
    1.  Accountant Mary Paul provided a statement of operations for June 2020 noting
significant receipts [$291,982 for 1st Half Property Taxes at 51%] and expenses [$36,260 Police Services Jan-June 2020, and 2019 Flood $40,000 Max Todo] for the month; there were no supplemental claims.
M/S/P (Armstrong / McCarthy) to approve the Total Claims from June 16, 2020 through July 20, 2020 of $83,558.21.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Ludwig absent.
           
    B.  City Engineer, John Parotti
	 1.  Quinlan Update
    	     A pre-construction meeting was held this past week; new start date August
10th with September completion; plans to meet with residents who have in-ground sprinkler systems, and encouraged residents he hasn’t contacted who have sprinkler systems to email or call him.  
 2.  Bluffline Stabilization
     City Council authorized the City Engineer on March 16, 2020 to work with
     the Middle St. Croix Watershed Management Organization to advance the
     Bluff Stabilization Project to the bidding phase; construction plans nearing
     final draft stage; scheduled bid opening date is August 12, 2020, with the bid
     award date of August 17, 2020.
             M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to authorize the City Engineer to advertise
            for bids for the Bluff Stabilization Project [SEH No. LAKES 155011
            14.00].  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; 
            Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Ludwig absent.
         3.  Other Items
             Regarding levee mowing, he would recommend that the City follow the
             vegetation management practices as required by the US Army Corps of
             Engineers’ Levee Owner’s Manual for Non-Federal Flood Control Works
             (Public Law 84-99) that covers mowing and weed control – keeping grasses
             mowed not to exceed 12” in height; mowing to minimum height of 3 inches;
             last mowing of the season should allow grass to grow to 8-10” by the winter
             season; and mowing entire profile including zones extending 15’ beyond the 
             toe which should be free of all woody growth; if requirements not adhered
             to, the City risks losing US Army Corps funding assistance which is
             available in the event of levee damage.  
             Rain Gardens on City Right-of-Way – Rain gardens are positive in local
             surface water management plans; rain gardens placed in the City right-of-
             way should require a permit to obtain and be approved by the City Engineer;
             fees could be waived or modified as a way to obtain compliance. 

     C.  City Attorney Sandstrom  
         City Attorney Sandstrom remarked on discussion held last month on utilizing a
         location change or conducting Council meetings outdoors; has looked into legal
         restrictions for staff to procedurally conduct outside Council meetings such as
         setting up of tables and chairs, weather, recording, and other health and safety
         protocols and social distancing arrangements that would need to be addressed. 
         The resolution passed on March 16, 2020 maintaining the City Hall closed to the
         public is still in effect and will remain an item for some level of discussion until
         further notice. 

D.  City Clerk - Administrator Dave Engstrom
         1.  Park Commission Request to Hold Public Hearing
             The Park Commission is recommending the City Watercraft Ordinance be
             amended to remove the current restriction and allow permit holders a choice
             of boat type and to request that the City Council authorize them to hold a
             public hearing on this proposed ordinance amendment; Linda O’Donnell
             spoke to the amendment request maintaining 35 core permits.
     M/S/P (Bluesky / McCarthy) to place a moratorium hold on accepting
     sailboat permits effective midnight on Monday, July 20, 2020, until after
     the Park’s Commission holds their Public Hearing.  Roll call vote:
     McCarthy aye; Bulera nay; Bluesky aye; Armstrong aye.  Motion
     passed 3-1; Ludwig absent.
             M/S/P (Bluesky / Armstrong) to grant the Park’s Commission approval
            to hold a public hearing on an amendment to the City Watercraft
            Ordinance to remove the current restriction and maintain 35 core
            permits.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera nay; Bluesky aye;
            Armstrong aye.  Motion passed 3-1; Ludwig absent.
         2.  Park Commission Request to Replace Water Fountains with Bottle Filler
             COVID-19 funding of $79,032 has been received from the State of
             Minnesota for COVID-related expenses; some costs that would be covered
             include water fountains, dividers (plexiglass) for elections, video streaming
             of Council meetings, and upgrade of City Hall HVAC and air purifying
             system; any funds remaining as of November 15 must be returned.  City
             Engineer Parotti noted that the City of Bayport has purchased tablets for
             their City Council members. Park’s would like to request purchase of 2
             bottle fillers, one for Pettitt Park and one for the beach (with an option of 
             feet washing/dog bowls at a cost of $800 that would not be covered under 
             the COVID funding.
         3.  Discussion on Parking Ban on Private Property
             Has received resident complaints about other residents charging for parking
             at the beach on their individual properties; bringing up to the Council for
             direction on regulating.  Consensus to take no additional action.
         4.  COVID-19 Funding from State (See Item 2 above)

     E.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
         Clean-Up Day Update – Most of the bills have been received and checks will be
         issued to Advanced Recycling, Maroney’s, and Teens for Christ.
         Candidate Filing for Municipal Office has been noticed and begins on Tuesday,
         July 28, at 8:00 p m. and ends on Tuesday, August 11, at 5:00 p.m.; the offices 
         for which Affidavits of Candidacy can be filed are those of Mayor (two-year
         term) and two City Council Members (four-year terms).  Candidates may
         withdraw within two days after the filing period closes, but no later than
         Thursday, August 13, at 5:00 p.m. 
	                      
    F.  Building Permits – Report on file at City Hall

6.  OLD BUSINESS - none
    
7.  COUNCIL REPORTS AND REQUESTS – 
    Council Member Armstrong – none
    Council Member Bluesky – none
    Council Member Ludwig – absent
    Council member Bulera – 
· Rain Garden approval questions
· Didn’t see building permit for changing room at Beach
· Thanked John Parotti for descriptions provided in answer to her questions
· Need to focus on updating the minutes on website
· Heritage Day still on schedule for October 6; ideas virtual/live band, drive through
virtual scavenger hunt; open to ideas.
    Mayor McCarthy –
· Placed flags at half-staff on both July 18 and 19 – July 18 to remember and honor
Rep. John Lewis and July 19 to remember, mourn, and honor lives lost due to 
COVID-19.
· Extended thanks to resident Sally Thompson for her 23 years of service to the Lower St. Croix Fire District.
	
    8.  ADJOURN
    M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by:


Kate Piscitello, Deputy Clerk
