CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
(via teleconference)
June 15, 2020
6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS ONLINE: Tom McCarthy, Dawn Bulera, Noah Bluesky, Pete Ludwig, JP Armstrong (6:09 p.m.)

STAFF ONLINE: City Administrator/Clerk Dave Engstrom, Deputy City Clerk Kate Piscitello, Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti, City Treasurer Mary Paul

OTHERS:  Chris Smith, Ron Carlson, Cindie Reiter, Susan Brown

1.  CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

2.  APPROVE AGENDA
Council Member Bluesky suggested discussing item 5D when Council Member Armstrong joined the meeting, as he is only able to be present for part of the meeting due to a previous commitment.  
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to approve the June 15, 2020 Agenda as amended.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Armstrong absent.   

3.  CONSENT AGENDA
Council Member Bulera asked that Consent Item C be removed for additional discussion.  
M/S/P (Bulera / Bluesky) to approve Consent Agenda Items A, B, and D as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Armstrong absent.
	A.  Minutes of the City Council – May 18, 2020
	B.  Approval of Park Commission Recommendations for 2020 Boat
 	    Permits
	D.  Copier Contract – Metro Sales
Consent Agenda Item C – Council Member Bulera noted Planning Commission Minutes not approved and wondered why included.  City Attorney Sandstrom confirmed draft minutes available for reference only.
Council Member Armstrong on-line (6:09)

3a.  City Clerk / Administrator Engstrom – Beach Patrol/Parking Options (see Item 5D below)
City Clerk/Administrator Engstrom reported complaints received from residents Janet Simonsen, Cindie Reiter, and others relative to last Monday’s beach attendance and related parking and no social distancing; large signs have been ordered stating ‘Beach Parking Full’ to be placed near St. Croix Trail and 20th, 19th, 13th, and possibly other areas along with signs on and near the beach with the non-emergency number for the Washington County Sheriff; inquiries have also been made regarding hiring an off-duty officer to assist with crowd management (4 hr. minimum at cost of $80/hour); an ordinance is in place and ticket books printed to issue tickets for parking violations; asked City Attorney Sandstrom to comment on closing the beach.  City Attorney Sandstrom verified the City can’t restrict beach access to residents only as it is a public beach.  Council Member Bulera suggested permitting, when needed, City leaders or attendants to walk the area and provide informational guidance and crowd control – being a responsible part of the solution and support for Bob Shearer and the deputy.  Remedies were discussed as well as the one week notice for hiring an off-duty officer, traffic control, parking.  Mayor McCarthy called the question.
M/S/P (Mayor McCarthy / Council Member Bluesky) to delegate authority to the City Clerk/Administrator to contract with Washington County an off-duty officer to assist with beach management when necessary at a cost of $80/hour for 4 hours minimum [$320].  By roll call, Mayor McCarthy, Council Member Armstrong, Council Member Bluesky, Council Member Bulera, and Council Member Ludwig voted aye.  Approved 5-0.  
Consensus of Council that Mayor McCarthy should call a special/emergency meeting to respond and address any issues promptly if it is deemed necessary to close the beach.  Per City Attorney Sandstrom, signs would need to be posted and enforced, along with a formal resolution how/why they are closing the beach, so that all understand the beach closed.  

4.  PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
A.  Law Enforcement – 
Mayor McCarthy reported there were 51 ICRs in the City in May 2020, with 8 parking citations issued.

B.  Emergency Response and Fire -
Mayor McCarthy reported 3 incidents in Lake St. Croix Beach during May 2020.  No questions regarding Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Protection District Financial Reports of May 2020.

C.  Animal Control – 
Council Member Bulera reported no activity for May 2020.

5.  CITY STAFF REPORTS
A.  City Treasurer Report (Supplemental Claims distributed 6.15.2020)
1.  Accountant Mary Paul provided a statement of operations for May 2020 noting significant receipts [Building Permit Fees $1,239 and Gaming Revenue $546] and expenses [Washington County 2020 Assessment Fees $7,798, SEH $7,040 and Levee Repair $40,000] for the month.
M/S/P (Bluesky / Bulera) to approve the total Claims to be Approved: May 19, 2020 through June 15, 2020 of $70,137.59 [Check 18558, 18768-18786, and EFT/Direct Deposits 200601-200625] as presented.  Roll call vote:  McCarthy aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion passed 4-0; Armstrong absent.
           
B.  City Engineer Parotti
1.  Quinlan Update
City Engineer Parotti provided work on Quinlan will likely begin in July after a contractor for CenterPoint Energy replaces and relocates gas mains in the same area as the City project; some challenges have occurred in crews access to entering homes due to COVID.  
2.  Bluffline Stabilization
Grant funding to continue the section of 13th Street; project restoration will be on top of riprap; WMO plantings above riprap.  Still in design phase for construction after September 1, 2020; working with WMO and staff on engineering drawings that will be available mid-July
   
C. City Attorney Sandstrom  
City Attorney remarked on Resolution passed on March 16, 2020, maintaining the City Hall closed to the public until further notice due to COVID, that if Council wishes to begin meeting in person with social distancing, that there are still other issues that need to be addressed; staff has protocols - measurements of City Hall have been taken in chambers (City Council meetings) and alternative options researched (plexiglass partitions).  Discussion on utilizing a location change or conducting outdoors.
City Attorney Sandstrom suggested keeping this an agenda item for some level of discussion until further notice. 

D.  City Clerk, Dave Engstrom
See Item 3b above

E.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer – Clean-Up Day Update
Total receipts were $4,184; Lake St. Croix Beach participation 36.8%, Lakeland 58.4%, and Lakeland Shores 4.8%; thanks extended to Council Member Bulera for all of her help that morning, Mayor McCarthy, Teens for Christ, and Jim Stanton.  The day was a success and many items able to be recycled.  
	                      
F.  Building Permits – Report on file at City Hall

6.  OLD BUSINESS - none
    
7.  COUNCIL REPORTS AND REQUESTS – 

Council Member Armstrong – not available

Council Member Bluesky – 
· Assisted a resident in taking her used batteries to the Washington County Waste Site; suggested article for newsletter if someone is looking for help to call City Hall.
· Wanted to know who is authorized to use ticket books mentioned during beach discussion; understands the City had a code enforcement officer but feels if they have books available, authorized personnel with authority should be documented.

Council Member Ludwig – no report

Council member Bulera – 
· On Memorial Day, spraying was done in Riverfront Park by Lawn Barbers; has been asking for details on applying chemicals; doesn’t believe it a good practice and concerned; need to let the public know.  City Clerk/Administrator Engstrom has talked with the owner and contract found under Public Works; they have agreed to notify the City prior to spraying that was actually done by a sub-contractor Lawn Doctors; had City Engineer review and there were no concerns and no direct spray to the River.  Consensus made to discontinue lawn treatments at Riverfront Park.
· Erosion on 16th/17th Street to stairs – would like to consider rock or split rail fence so not used for trail.  Council Member Bluesky and Mayor McCarthy advised this was a Washington County emergency deployment area that is used when transporting to ambulance from River.
· Requesting additional trash bins in beach area, 6 versus 3.
· Wants to do a good job as a Council Member; City has a 5-person team and she is disheartened as part of the team she is not notified of issues [if issues arise, all Council should be told immediately of the issue so they can answer resident concerns].

Mayor McCarthy –
· Governor Tim Walz has directed all flags at state and federal buildings in Minnesota to be flown at half-staff from sunrise to sunset on the 19th of every month through 2020 to remember, mourn, and honor lives lost due to COVID-19; he will be lowering flags on June 19th.
· Reminder to residents to trim foliage on rights-of-way if there is overgrowth so intersections are safe and clear.
	
8.  ADJOURN
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by:

________________________________
Kate Piscitello, Deputy Clerk
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