


CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
(via teleconference)
April 20, 2020
6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS ONLINE: Tom McCarthy, JP Armstrong, Dawn Bulera, Noah Bluesky, Pete Ludwig 

STAFF ONLINE: City Administrator/Clerk Dave Engstrom, Deputy City Clerk Kate Piscitello, Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti, City Treasurer Mary Paul

1.  CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.

2.  APPROVE AGENDA
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to approve the April 20, 2020 Agenda as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.   

3.  CONSENT AGENDA
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.
	A.  Minutes of the City Council – March 16, 2020

4.  PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
A.  Law Enforcement – 
Council Member Armstrong reported there were 24 ICRs in the City in March 2020.

B.  Emergency Response and Fire -
Council Member Armstrong reported 4 calls for LSCB reported in March, 15 calls total year to date; 61% of calls for March were ambulance runs.
1.  Bylaw Approval.  Chief Jim Stanley called in to answer any questions.
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bluesky) to approve the By-Laws of the Lower St. Croix Valley Firefighters Relief Association amended and restated effective as of February 11, 2020 in compliance with MN State Statute.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.    Motion Passed 5-0.

C.  Animal Control – 
Council Member Bulera reported no activity for Animal Control in March.

5.  CITY STAFF REPORTS
   A.  City Treasurer Report (Supplemental Claims distributed 4.20.2020)
1.  Accountant Mary Paul provided a statement of operations for March 2020 noting significant receipts and expenses for the month.
M/S/P (Bluesky / Armstrong) to approve the total Claims to be Approved: March 17, 2020 through April 20, 2020 of $73,636.76 as presented.  Roll call vote:  McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.
           
B.  City Engineer Parotti
1.  Quinlan Avenue Bids and Award
Two bids were received and opened for the Project on 3.30.2020 – ranging from $243,485.57 to $270,918.90; low bid was submitted by OMG Midwest DBA MN Paving & Materials, Rogers, MN with four options presented for Council’s consideration including 
Option 1-base bid and both alternates in amount of $243,485.57 
Option 2-base bid and alternate 2 in amount of $200,126.63 
Option 3-base bid and alternate 1 in amount of $228,543.00 
Option 4-base bid only in amount of $185,184.68
After discussion on what was included in alternate 1 and 2 and based on available funds in budget, Option 2 was recommended.
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bulera) to award the 2020 Infrastructure Project (Quinlan Avenue) contract to OMG Midwest DBA MN Paving & Materials, Rogers, MN with base bid of $185,184.68, plus alternate 2 cost of $14,941.95 for a total project award of $200,126.63 (option 2).  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.
City Engineer Parotti noted approximately 3 weeks to produce and circulate contracts that he will start tomorrow; earliest start date mid-May for the 6-8 week project; CenterPoint relocation of gas lines could delay, but project should be completed no later than October 31, 2020.

   C.  City Attorney Sandstrom  
City Attorney noted need to finalize easement for new septic lines at the Beach Bar and suggested Engineer Parotti verify survey and at some point the legal description.  City Clerk/Administrator Engstrom advised septic system permit was forwarded from Washington County in Friday’s email and he will forward plans to the City Engineer.
    
D.  City Clerk, Dave Engstrom
    1.  2019 LSCB Audit Report (distributed last month)
City Accountant Mary Paul provided for review and comment a summary of audit for year ending December 31, 2019 prepared by Michael Pofahl, CPA; clear opinion was found on audit and compliance report will be sent in to the State; biggest addition to audit were land values and building and assets (on accrual basis and up-to-date).
M/S/P (McCarthy / Bluesky) to approve the Audit for Year Ending December 31, 2019 prepared by Michael W. Pofahl, Certified Public Accountant, as presented by City Accountant Mary Paul.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.

 2.  Accountant Contract
City Clerk/Administrator Engstrom introduced change in position descriptions for the  Accountant and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer that has been reviewed by himself, City Attorney Sandstrom, and Deputy Clerk; by State Statute, the City Treasurer cannot be an independent contractor and must be a City employee; he proposed earlier to add the duties of City Treasurer to the position of Deputy Clerk (an employee); the Accountant Agreement has been modified and Deputy Clerk position revised adding duties of City Treasurer. 
City Attorney Sandstrom reviewed both agreements to ensure compliance with the Minnesota State Statute.
 M/S/P (McCarthy / Ludwig) to approve the Accountant Agreement between
 the City of Lake St. Croix Beach and Mary Paul, dba RiverBluff Accounting,
 Inc. effective 4.20.2020.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera
 aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.
          
    3.  Deputy Clerk Treasurer – position description
Deputy Clerk Treasurer will be working hand-in-hand with the City Accountant; position basically the same, but with addition of Treasurer Duties.
M/S/P (McCarthy/Ludwig) to approve the Job Description for Deputy Clerk/Treasurer as presented.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera aye; Bluesky aye; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 5-0.
 
    4.  Tree Ordinances and Regulations (Vegetative Cutting)
City Clerk/Administrator provided the Tree Ordinance Council Member Armstrong requested for review; has received two written comments that have been forwarded to Council from Cindie Reiter and Ron Carlson; also forwarded to Council were pictures sent by Council Member Bulera.  After discussing an issue that occurred on Riviera, Council Member Bulera proposed it might be a good area for a restoration project with native plants; feels no problem with the ordinance but with City process of vegetative cutting; regulations are not followed and there is no oversight.  Discussion followed on process of vegetative cutting and proposal of maintenance of bluff area, looking into cost of City paid maintenance of bluff, getting Natural Shore Technologies and SavATree involved, more oversight, etc.
	                      
 E.  Building Permits – Report on file at City Hall

6.  OLD BUSINESS
    
    A.  Environmental Advisory Commission (tabled from January 2020)
Discussion of Council to pull off table and to keep or disband EAC.  Motion by Council Member Bulera, seconded by Mayor McCarthy, to pull off the table for discussion purposes.  Discussion followed.  Mayor McCarthy called the vote.
M/S/P (McCarthy / Armstrong) to disband the Environmental Advisory Committee proposing the group encompass other strong leaders in the Valley and be less directed by the City.  Roll call vote: McCarthy aye; Armstrong aye; Bulera nay; Bluesky abstained; Ludwig aye.  Motion Passed 3-1-1.

7.  COUNCIL REPORTS AND REQUESTS – 
Council Member Armstrong – would like to direct Staff to price-out change in the City’s speed limit signs; 30 MPH on City streets is not safe and proposes 20 MPH; not recommending additional signs, however.  City Clerk/Administrator Engstrom will investigate prices for discussion at the May CC.  City Engineer Parotti stated there are legal aspects of change; will provide summary document from engineering prospective for Council.  
Council Member Bluesky – Two items – (1) City Ordinance doesn’t allow chickens; and (2) Discussion of public dock.
Council Member Ludwig – No additional report.
Council member Bulera – Would like to propose garbage pick up on one side of the street – trash south/west and recycle north/east; Mayor has spoken with Maroney’s and she has been in touch with Highland; change in routes could reduce fees.  Would also like to reduce the number of haulers in the City, and suggested more detailed information on barricades, i.e. beach closed, playground closed. 
Mayor McCarthy – Aggregate Industries has cancelled April 25, 2020 Brush Day; Spring Clean-Up will be held on alternate date of Saturday, June 13, 2020 at Valley Baptist Church Parking Lot from 8 to noon.  Both published on website and Facebook.
	
9.  ADJOURN
Motion made by Mayor McCarthy to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by:

________________________________
Kate Piscitello, Deputy Clerk
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