
CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH  

16455 20TH STREET SOUTH 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

MARCH 18, 2019  

6:00 PM 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom McCarthy, JP Armstrong, Noah Bluesky and Dawn Bulera 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Pete Ludwig 

STAFF PRESENT: Dave Engstrom, Kathy Laur, City Treasurer Tom Niedzwiecki, Attorney 

Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti 

STAFF ABSENT:   

OTHERS PRESENT:  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:03pm 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

3. APPROVE AGENDA 

Add stairs down by the river off of Riviera under the Mayor’s report 

 

Councilmember Bluesky made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mayor 

McCarthy.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approved Minutes of the City Council Meeting on February 25, 2019. 

B. Parks Commission Committee Structure 

  

Mayor McCarthy made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by 

Councilmember Bluesky.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

5. 2018 LSCB AUDIT 

Michael Pofahl, CPA – Mr. Pofahl did a brief rundown of the 2018 audit. Based on the 

audit, nothing came to his attention that caused him to believe that the City of Lake St. 

Croix Beach, MN failed to comply with the provisions of the Minnesota Legal 

Compliance Audit Guide for Cities. 

Councilmember Armstrong made a motion to accept the 2018 audit by Michael 

Pofahl, seconded by Mayor McCarthy. The motion passed 4-0. 



6. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS 

A. Law Enforcement – 20 Calls one citation written 

B. Emergency Response and Fire – 1 EMS Call 

C. Animal Control – 3 dogs reported lost 

CITY STAFF REPORTS 

A. City Treasurer, Tom Niedzwiecki 

• January and February Financial Report and Approval of Claims 

Councilmember Armstrong made a motion to approve check numbers 17979 and 

17982 (17981 is Void) and 18302 to 18331. Direct deposits/auto pays 201902028 to 

201902033and 201903001 to 201903019 for a total of $47,287.69, seconded by Mayor 

McCarthy. Motion passes 4-0. 

• Extension of Treasurer Contract for three months. Rate will be increased by 

$200 a month, plus $100 a month to attend meetings. 

Mayor McCarthy made a motion to extend the treasurer contract, seconded by 

Councilmember Bluesky. Motion passes 4-0. 

• Process of Selection of New Treasurer – Mr Niedzwiecki is making a 

recommendation of Mary Paul out of Osseola, WI. She has extensive 

experience with QuickBooks and Excel, as well as fund accounting. She has 

one staff member. The name of her firm is River Bluff Accounting. 

Councilmember Armstrong made a motion to form a committee to review and come 

up with a contract for a new city treasurer. The committee will consist of Mayor 

McCarthy, Councilmember Bluesky and City Clerk Engstrom, seconded by 

Councilmember Bulera. Motion passes 4-0. 

City Engineer Parotti – Flood threat has remained high over the state including LSCB. 

There is a potential for ice jams down near Afton where the river narrows. Frost depth is 

between 2-4 feet. The frost has stopped migrating deeper. The river is tracking a foot 

lower than before. Less than one foot a day. The levee can withstand high water levels 

quite well. 

B. City Attorney Sandstrom – Hardrives will be taken over by a new company that will 

honor its obligation’s to LSCB to finish the road work that was started in 2018. 

 

Housing Maintenance Ordinance will be back on the agenda next month for review. 

 

C. City Clerk – Engstrom 

• Attorney Prosecution Contract – gives the city attorney’s office proper access 

to certain databases. 

Councilmember Armstrong made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-04 

approving the state of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements with the City of Lake St. 

Croix Beach on behalf of its city attorney, seconded by Mayor McCarthy. Motion 

passes 4-0. 



• Flood Outlook – The County Sheriff’s department has all kinds of information 

about roads closed due to flooding. Deputy VanKlei reported briefly. The city 

is working hard to make sure everything is ready and we are prepared for a 

flood. 

 

D. Building Permit – Nothing to report 

 

7. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items) 

 

8. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS 

Councilmember Armstrong – Nothing to report 

   

Councilmember Ludwig – Absent 

 

Councilmember Bluesky –  

• Looking into a volunteer group to fix up houses in LSCB who are in need of 

cleanup in their yards and possibly some maintenance on their homes. 

 

Councilmember Bulera –  

• Paid for $150 to attend dinner.  

• Went to St. Mary’s Point to propose a joint cleanup day; possibly May 18. 

Will discuss clean up day with the EAC committee on March 19. 

• Looking into a community movie night for June possibly. Under $300 for the 

equipment. 

 

Mayor McCarthy –  

• Five families anonymously raised $5,200 to pay in full for the replacement of 

a once sub-standard beach stairwell at the intersection of Upper 20th St. and 

Riviera St. The stairwell is a gift to the city. 

Mayor McCarthy made a motion to approve the funds by five anonymous families, 

seconded by Councilmember Bulera. Motion passed 4-0. 

  

9. ADJOURN 

 

Mayor McCarthy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 pm, seconded by 

Councilmember Armstrong.  Motion passed 5-0 

 

The next regular City Council Meeting will be April 15, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

________________________________ 

Kathy Laur, Deputy City Clerk 


