


CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
February 24, 2020
6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom McCarthy, JP Armstrong, Dawn Bulera, Pete Ludwig

MEMBERS ABSENT: Noah Bluesky 

STAFF PRESENT: Administrator/City Clerk Dave Engstrom, Deputy City Clerk Kate Piscitello, Attorney Kevin Sandstrom, City Engineer John Parotti

STAFF ABSENT:  City Treasurer Mary Paul

1.  CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.  APPROVE AGENDA
Clerk Administrator Engstrom noted Consent Agenda Item 5A (Minutes of the City Council – January 27, 2020 is not complete – will be in March Consent Agenda. 
M/S/P (McCarthy/Ludwig) to approve the Amended February Agenda as presented.  All Aye 4-0; 1 absent.  Motion passed.

4.  CONSENT AGENDA
M/S/P (McCarthy/Armstrong) to approve the Consent Agenda including Item B and C as presented.  By roll call, McCarthy, Armstrong, Ludwig, and Bulera voted aye.  All Aye 4-0; 1 absent.  Motion passed.
   
B. Workshop Minutes – February 10, 2020
C. Park Commission Recommendation [Deferment approved for 14A]

5.  OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Cindie Reiter, 16560 17th St. South.  
· Spoke on 13th Street South – 16th Street South condition and special assessment; 
· Felt $5,000 too large a limit for City Clerk/Administrator credit card; 
· EAC Workshop – for a City Council Member to attack another City Council Member totally out of line;  
· Believes CC Workshop minutes should not indicate that one attendee was the spouse of a Lakeland City Council Member;
· Issue with ‘Helping Hands’ group on EAC agenda - not a City group.

6.  PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
A.  Law Enforcement 
Council Member Armstrong reported there were 33 ICRs in the City during January 2020, with no citations issued.

B.  Emergency Response and Fire
Council Member Armstrong reported 23 calls for Lake St. Croix Beach.  An increase in ambulance cost has also been proposed raising resident fees from $1,330 to $1,465, non-resident fees from $1,432.57 to $1,575, and mileage charges from $21/transmitting mile to $25/transmitting mile.

C.  Animal Control  
Council Member Bulera reported no action in January with Animal Control; City has contract with Companion Animal Control LLC of Bayport at $70/month.

7.  CITY STAFF REPORTS
    A. City Treasurer Report (See 7A1 – Supplemental Claims below)
1.  There was a brief report for month ending January 31, 2020.  Audit is currently in process and report will be available at the March CC meeting.  Michael Pofahl, accountant, is providing a change in City inventory on an accrual basis, so an updated asset list will be forthcoming.  All expenses normal and within budget; SEH slightly over the average but as expected.
           
B.  City Engineer Parotti
1.  Quinlan Update
City Council authorized pavement rehabilitation project for Quinlan Avenue South from 20th Street to 13th Street; at November 2019 City Council, project was discussed to be a mill and overlay with small section of pulverizing and repaving south of Quinlan Circle; since then, the City has been discussing alternative approaches and City Engineer was asked to prepare cost estimates to assist with making a final determination how to approach the project; meeting was held with the Mayor and Administrator City Clerk on Friday; four options were discussed: (1) 13th Street/Quinlan Circle, (2) 13th Street, (3) other segment of Quinlan to the north, and (4) work on 20th.  City Engineer’s recommendation to go with 2nd option Pulverize and Pave (a.k.a. Reclaim and Pave) from 19th Street to Quinlan Circle at a cost of $214,206.

Drainage Structure Reconstruction – The 2020 Quinlan Avenue project area includes two existing drainage structures which were built over 10 years ago and receive runoff from the street pavement, boulevard, and private property; since there is no City-wide storm sewer system, water is conveyed out of these structures through infiltration into the soil below; over time, soil beneath structures like these tends to clog with fine sediment, reducing performance and leading to increased localized flooding.  City Engineer recommends the City add the reconstruction of these two structures to the scope of this project adding between $10,000 to $16,000 to the estimated provided in (1).  This falls within the estimated available funds.  
M/S/P (Ludwig/Armstrong) to authorize the City Engineer to proceed with advertisement for bids for the 2020 Infrastructure Project.  Council Member Bulera, Mayor McCarthy, Council Member Ludwig, and Council Member Armstrong voted aye; 1 absent.  Motion Passed.

2.   Bluff Stabilization Project
City Engineer continued the City has received grant funding to continue the section of 13th Street; 500 linear feet to be reinforced, 350-400 linear feet budgeted; feasibility report sent to MSCWMO [Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization] covers estimated cost for project schedule; there is opportunity for agencies to review feasibility report before bidding; north of intersection short funding for 500’ – project going south end to north, 150’ in front of church not done (350-400’ alternate) if more funds/option to award; recommends keeping open and completing change order if needed. Project restoration [no action] will be on top of riprap; WMO plantings above riprap with fill over top but different approaches could be used.

    7 A 1.  Supplemental Claims (See 7A1 above)
    Supplemental Claims included two vendors.
    M/S/P (Armstrong/Ludwig) to approve claims as presented.  All Aye 4-0; 1 absent.
[bookmark: _GoBack]    Motion passed.  

    C.  City Attorney, Kevin Sandstrom 
City Attorney finalizing Conditional Use Permits – one applicant withdrew application due to trucker leasing space put out of business and filed bankruptcy; looking for new tenant; storing limos and buses in a garage in Lakeland Shores.  Council Member Bulera suggested possible PCA issues and liability with diesel gas contamination and asked if testing soil would potentially be property owner as owner of conditional use permit.

    D.  City Clerk, Dave Engstrom
    1.  Flood Update
    Appears significant threat at 65% of reaching 689 level; last year was 690. 

    2.  Request from Floodplain Commission to Build Pump Drain Cistern
    Floodplain commission met and $5,000 in work for cistern at beach parking lot will be
overseen by City Engineer Parotti; wants to ensure money spent are dollars well spent; Mayor McCarthy, John Sievert, Todd Streeter, and contractor will come up with engineering concerns to determine cost and practical side of this; need authorization for staff to seek quotes and bring back to Council. All required information received.  
M/S/P (Ludwig/Armstrong) to authorize Staff to obtain quotes for Pump Drain Cistern not to exceed $5,000.  All Aye 4-0; 1 absent.  Motion passed. 
          
    3.  Clean Up Day
M/S/P (McCarthy/Ludwig) for City to work with Lakeland and Lakeland Shores on Spring Clean-Up scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2020 from 8 to noon at Valley Baptist Church.  Motion passed 4-0; 1 absent.
 
    4.  LMC Legislative Conference
    Conference will be held March 18/19, 2020 in St. Paul.  Cost $109.  
   
    5.  2019 Audit (scheduled for March); will include City asset list.

    6.  Clarification of Duties of Accountant and Deputy Clerk Treasurer to comply with
    State Auditor
Treasurer not currently an employee; in conjunction with Ord. Section 31:18 establishes both Treasurer and City Clerk must be employed by the City; Mary Paul is currently contracted as treasurer; Administrator/City Clerk explained that the Minnesota State Auditor has stated in a report to the City of Lakeland that the City Treasurer, a position which is created by State Statute, cannot be an independent contractor and must be a City employee; in order for Lake St. Croix Beach to comply with Statute, Administrator/City Clerk proposing to add the duties of city Treasurer to the position of Deputy Clerk (an employee); the City will continue to contract for accounting services; however, the accountant will no longer be named as City Treasurer; he will work with the City Attorney and/or Personnel Committee to rewrite the Deputy Clerk position description and also modify the contract for accounting services.
M/S/P (Ludwig/McCarthy) to authorize the City Clerk/Administrator and City Attorney to establish a final resolution and position description to assign treasurer title to the Deputy Clerk position as of April 20, 2020.  All Ayes 4-0; 1 absent.  Motion Passed 
                   
E.  Building Permits – There were two building permits issued during the month of January: 
1910 Quasar Avenue South	2 pergolas attached to existing home
1489 Riviera Avenue South	Replace furnace 

8.  COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS

Council Member Bulera – interested in looking into grant writing classes and wondering if there is additional interest within Council - Council Member Armstrong might be interested.
Has found that Afton does have a Natural Resources and Groundwater Commission – Mayor McCarthy advised that was brought up at the last meeting while discussing EAC by the City Clerk/Administrator.  Council Member Bulera continued with the top priorities for EAC 2020:
· Ash Tree Guidance
· Invasive Plant Species
· Raingardens and Pollinators
· Riverway Ordinance Review
· A-L Carnival
· City Clean-up (if Council deems necessary and Staff not heading up)
· Earth Day Celebration
· Heritage Day
City Attorney suggested the Riverway Ordinance has been reviewed by knowledgeable resources and compliant with Federal guidelines, but Council Member Bulera felt there is confusion what is allowed and what is not allowed.  Council Member Bulera also asked the City Attorney to explain what was clarified to her about the Park’s Committee conferencing by phone with a member with no advanced notice the member wouldn’t be in attendance and that one of the Committee alternates should have been included.  City Attorney Sandstrom explained the Committee already had a quorum in place so an alternate wasn’t necessary and that it is up to the Committee Chair to decide if an alternate is warranted.  
Council Member Armstrong – no report
Council Member Bluesky – absent
Mayor McCarthy – will be going to Moose Lake on Wednesday with LSCVF to view DNR reconditioned merchandise; specifically looking for pump.
Council Member Ludwig – no report
	
9.  ADJOURN
M/S/P (McCarthy/Armstrong) to adjourn the meeting.  All Aye 4-0; 1 absent.  Meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m.




Respectfully submitted by:

________________________________
Kate Piscitello, Deputy Clerk
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