City of Lake St. Croix Beach
City Hall
16455 20" Street South
Lake St Croix Beach, MN 55043

August 19, 2019

5:15 WORKSHOP SESSION ON ROADS

6:00 PM CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVE AGENDA

4. CONSENT AGENDA Roll Call Vote. (Consent Agenda items, listed are defined as
routine business, not requiring discussion and approved by a roll call vote.
Councilmembers may elect to pull a Consent Agenda item(s) for discussion and/or
separate action)

A. Minutes of the City Council — August 19, 2019
B. Approve deferment for boat mooring for 2019 for David Wanless

5. OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
Visitors may share their comments or concerns on any issue that is a responsibility or
function of the City Council of Lake St. Croix Beach. Persons who wish to address
the City Council must fill out a comment card before the meeting begins and give
it to the City Clerk or City staff. The mayor will ask you to come to the podium, state
your name and address, and present your comments. Your presentation will be limited
to no more than 3 minutes. The mayor reserves the right to limit an individual's
presentation if it becomes redundant, repetitive, overly argumentative, or if it is not
relevant to an issue that is part of the City Council’s responsibilities. There will be NO
PERSONAL ATTACKS ALLOWED. The mayor may also limit the number of individual
presentations.

6. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

A. Law Enforcement — Report now available online
B. Emergency Response and Fire
C. Animal Control

Phone: 651-436-7031 Fax: 651-436-8310 e-mail: Iscbh@comcast.net



7. CITY STAFF REPORTS
A. City Treasurer Mary Paul —

August Financial Report and Approval of Claims and Supplemental Claims

2018-26 Resolution Adopting Proposed Budgets and Proposed Property Tax Levy

B. City Engineer Parotti —
2018 Road Project — 2020 CIP
C. City Attorney Sandstrom —
D. City Clerk - Administrator Engstrom

Update on codification and American Legal
Recommendation to approve $5000

E. Deputy Clerk — Laur

F.  Building Permit Activity — report attached

8. NEW BUSINESS
A. Veterans Memorial Advisory Committee Chair — Richard Thron
Req uest to Close Quebec at 19t Street. (City Attorney Sandstrom will provide a Resolution)
B. Environmental Advisory Commission
Citizen complaint

9. COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilmember Armstrong
Councilmember Bluesky
Councilmember Ludwig
Councilmember Bulera
1.The road sign pricing.
2. Survey Questionnaire for the next Newsletter.
3. Motions.
4. Resolution to become Pollinator Friendly City
Mayor McCarthy

10. Adjourn

Phone: 651-436-7031 Fax: 651-436-8310 e-mail: Iscb@comcast.net



Acct #
402
39305
39305
39319
39305
39319

43415
43415

402

Street Improvement Fund Recap 2019-2020

Funding:

8/31/2019 Fund balance
9-16-19 Tfr of LGA 2nd pymt

To be received from LGA in 2019
General Prop Tax Levy 2019

LGA Funding 2020

General Prop Tax Levy 2020

Total Funding through 12-31-2020

Expenditures:

140,903.37
29,071.54
41,062.46

0.00
94,016.00
3,000.00

308,053.37

Harddrive
Less Zappa bill paid

Other Expenses

Fund balance 12-31-2020

-110,000.00
3,500.00
0.00

201,553.37




CITY OF LAKE ST. CROIX BEACH
16455 20TH STREET SOUTH
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
August 19, 2019
6:00 PM
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom McCarthy, JP Armstrong, Noah Bluesky, Pete Ludwig and Dawn
Bulera
MEMBERS ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT: Dave Engsrom, Kathy Laur, City Treasurer Mary Paul, Attorney Kevin

Sandstrom and City Engineer John Parotti

STAFF ABSENT:

1.

2,

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McCarthy called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

APPROVE AGENDA

A. Move item 9 to 7

B. Approved minutes of the City Council meeting on July 15, 2019
Councilmember Bluesky made a motion to approve the agenda with changes,
seconded by Mayor McCarthy. Motion passed 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Councilmember Armstrong made a motion to approve the consent agenda with
changes to the July minutes per Councilmember Bulera's request, seconded by
Mayor McCarthy. Motion passed 5-0.

OPEN COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Cindie Reiter, 16560 17th St. South — Ms. Reiter went through the proposed 2020 budget.
Believes staft salaries are too high for 2020. Quinlan Ave S. is a concern and would like
to keep the street in good repair.

Patrice Nerad, 1771 Racine Ave. S. — Ms. Nerad requested that the City Council pass
three resolutions; 1) That the city be a pollinator habitat, 2) That the city ban pesticide
spraying, 3) That the city have uniform mailboxes. She also expressed that the 6:00
meeting time is difficult to make. Lastly, that a peace sign be added to the City Hall
landscape



Paul Nelson, 16656 21st St. S. — Mr. Nelson expressed that he thought the asphalt 1s
looking bad on 21% St. and that it looks like it's been eaten out from Itasca to the bike
trail. He also said that Heritage Day was a nice time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items)

Cindie Reiter, 16560 17th St. South — Ms. Reiter expressed her opinion on a city credit
card charge for a bench at the Veterans Memorial Park. She also added that the gravel at
the garage is a lot. She hopes it's not causing the water to push elsewhere. She saw a
photo on Facebook that appeared to show that herbicide had been sprayed on the levee.

. PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

A. Law Enforcement - Report is now available online. It's been relatively quiet, no
break-ins or burglaries. The new hands-free law has gone into effect. Drivers cannot hold
their phones to their ears. There is a $75 fine for the first offense.

B. Emergency response and fire - Four calls for LSCB were reported.

C. Animal Control - nothing to report

. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Property Maintenance Ordinance

At the end of 2018 the City Council discussed a potential housing maintenance code. It
went to the Planning Commission, changes were made, the Planning Commission
recommended to move ahead with the approval of the ordinance to the City Council.

Councilmember Bluesky made a motion to approve Housing Maintenance
Ordinance #2019-02 as recommended by the Planning Commaission, seconded by
Mayor McCarthy.

DISCUSSION: Dawn would like to table this for a later date. She would like to see the
Helping Hands Crew do more work before making this an ordinance.

Motion passed 4-1. Bulera voted no.

. CITY STAFF REPORTS
A. City Treasurer, Mary Paul
1. July Financial Report and Approval of Claims was presented

Councilmember Bluesky made a motion to approve claims 17987,
18458 - 18492 voided checks 18472-18476 and EFT direct deposits
201908001 - 201908033 for a total amount of $85,262.68, seconded by
Mayor McCarthy. Motion passed 4-0. Armstrong absent

B. City Engineer, John Parotti
1. 2018 Road Project - Final payment
A. Still not prepared to present final pay application from



the contractor. There still remain five punch list items that need to be
addressed. There is a one-year warranty period that will begin once the
final payment is made.

B. Pavement ratings were complete this month. Streets
were rated on a scale from 1-10. The city’s rating was unchanged. The
streets are aging quite nicely, but the system is starting to show its age.

C. Would like to have a "public works" committee to go
through streets for budget purposes.

C. City Attorney, Kevin Sandstrom - Nothing to report

D. City Clerk, Dave Engstrom

1. Discussion of Washington County Sheriff's Contract for 2020

The costs for LSCB to have a contract with Washington County next year
will be $72,521.28. To add an additional sheriff the cost to LSCB would be
$95,369.60. At this point the Council would like to proceed without the addition
of another sheriff, but would be open to a meeting with the other mayors of the 5-
valley cities.

2. Update on codification and American Legal - It's been 3 months since
city staff sent American Legal all of the updates to the ordinances, but hasn't
heard back from them yet.

3. Floodplain Advisory Committee update - Washington County
Conservation was out, they are concerned about the rip rap that washed out due to
the flooding.

4. The power poles will be removed down by the levee.

E. Deputy Clerk, Kathy Laur
1. Newsletter - State Rep. Shelly Christensen gave the Helping
Hands Crew and the LSCB Newsletter a shout out on her
Facebook page.

F. Building Permits - There were 5 building permits, 3 mechanical permits and 1
plumbing permit that were pulled in July.

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS
Councilmember Armstrong - Nothing to report

Councilmember Ludwig - Nothing to report

Councilmember Bluesky — The first Helping Hands Crew was last Friday, August 16.
The Crew cleared a bunch of buckthorn from a resident’s property and it was a success.



The residents that are helped are kept anonymous.

Bluesky would like to see the EAC take a larger role in the Adopt-A-Drain program so
the drains are better taken care of.

e Councilmember Bulera - The Yellow Ribbon Alliance secured a 4th band, food trucks,
and bouncy houses for their event at the Washington County Fairgrounds on September
14. For more information go to 5-City Yellow Ribbon website.

Heritage Day was a lot of fun.

At the last City Council meeting Bulera talked about putting sandwich board signs out on
the road for meetings. She wants to look into that some more and will put the sandwich
board signs out on the roads herself for each meeting.

Bulera helped out the Helping Hands Crew and really enjoyed using the buckthorn
puller.

e Mayor McCarthy — McCarthy attended the Vets meeting on Monday, August 12. The
VMAC is moving on to Phase 2 of improvements at the park. A new bench was installed
and a fence was purchased. The fence will be put in soon along with new sod.
Additionally, new stanchions were purchased and are in the city garage.

The Parks Commission made a recommendation to the City Council to accept the
deferment of Corinne Zilge's boat due to hardship.

Councilmember Ludwig made a motion to accept the Parks Commission

recommendation to accept the boat deferment of Corinne Zilge due to hardship,
seconded by Councilmember Bluesky. Motion passed 4-0

ADJOURN
Councilmember Bluesky made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm, seconded by
Mayor McCarthy. Motion passed 4-0.

The next regular City Council meeting will be September 16, 2019.

Respectfully submitted by:

Kathy Laur, Deputy City Clerk



MEMO

TO: City Council

FROM: Parks Commission
RE: Boat Deferment
Date: September 16, 2019

The Parks Commission recommends a hardship deferment for resident Dave Wanless’ boat for the 2019
season. Mr. Wanless has a leak in his boat he hasn’t been able to fix at this point.

Motion:

I'd like to make a motion to accept the Parks Commission recommendation to approve a deferment for
Dave Wanless’ boat for the 2019 season.

Phone: 651-436-7031 Fax: 651-436-8310 e-mail: Iscb@comcast.net
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Kathi Pelnar

Humane Animal Control Services

City of Lake St. Croix Beach
16455-20" St.S.

Lakeland, MN 55043

Dear City of Lake St. Croix Beach;

It is with an extremely heavy heart that | am contacting you today. This business of animal control is and
never has been an easy one, not physically or emotionally. After 37 years of handling all nature of
strange scenerios | find that | am no longer physically able to meet the demands of this job. This current
busy season has been extremely difficult for me and so | feel it is time to pass the torch to a younger,
more ablebodied successor. | have known this was coming for several years now and it has Never been
my intention to leave you high and dry without animal control coverage. It is my intent to remain as
animal control until the end of the year my final day being 12/31°/19. This you will notice is reflected in
the retainer this month as it is only for August to December.

Over the past year and for the next 5 months I will be working with Brittany Harmon of Companion
Animal Control LLC. It is my hope that the municipalities will strongly consider Brittany as my
replacement. My future game plan is to continue working on a part time basis under Brittany and
Companion Animal Control. Brittany’s compassion for animals, her vast experience in the field of animal
control and animal welfare ,her stronge business sense and her college degree in municipal government
make her , in my opinion, the perfect choice. She is scheduled to complete her Wisconsin State Humane
Investigator training in September so by December 31 she will be able to take over in a smooth easy
transition. It will be hard to know I’'ve even gone.

So in case I've been to wordy. I've been told | usually am. | need to retire, ok semi retire. My retirement
date is 12/31/19. | HIGHLY recommend Brittany Harmon Companion Animal Control to replace me. |
have been and still am training her for a smooth transition should you decide to go with her service.
Brittany’s phone number is 715-220-1332.

Thank you so very much for the years of strange, unusual, unique and sometimes sad memories. It is
and always has been my extreme pleasure to work with your community. I look forward to continue to
do so although it be in a limited compacity.

If you need clarification or more information never ever hesitate to call me.

Kathi Pelnar CVT, CACO, CHI
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Vay,

Hi Dave,

We have finished reviewing the legislation provided for the next update to the Lake St. Croix,
MN Code of Ordinances. Our cost estimate is Split based on Ordinance 2010-162. Both options
include 1 complete copy of the Code once we finish the update, and shipping the binder back to
you.

1- If Ord 2010-162 published in full, the estimate is $4,900 (+S/H) for the main editing
work. Plus an additional $500 for Folio/online updates.

2- If Ord 2010-162 published by reference, the estimate is $3,000 (+S/H) for the main
editing work. Plus an additional $300 for Folio/online updates.

Would you please provide the missing text for §71.02 and §71.05 so we may incorporate into
the code?

With your approval we will proceed with the update.
Thanks!

Alison Cook
Client Relations
American Legal Publishing
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Proposed Pay 2020 Property Tax Impact Worksheet

Taxing District:

2000 Lake St Croix Beach |

STEP 1 - Calculate the Taxing District's Tax Rate:

Actual Proposed %
Item Pay 2019 Pay 2020 Change

(A) (B) (C)
1. _Levy before reduction for state aids $534,294 $566,496 6.0%
2. State Aids $0 $0 0.0%
3. Certified Property Tax Levy = $534,294 $566,496 6.027%
4. Fiscal Disparity Portion of Levy - $75,628 $64,462 -14.8%
5. Local Portion of Levy = $458,666 $502,034 9.5%
6. Local Taxable Value 2020 is an ESTIMATE + 1,115,166 $1,223,255 9.7%
7. Local Tax Rate = 41.130% 41.041% -0.2%)
8. Market Value Referenda Levy $0 $0 0.0%
9. Fiscal Disparity Portion of Levy (SD only) - $0 $0 0.0%
10.__Local Portion of Levy = $0 $0 0.0%
11. Referenda Market Value 2020 is an ESTIMATE * 0 0 0.0%
12.  Market Value Referenda Rate = 0.00000% 0.00000%| 0.0%

STEP 2 - Calculate the Impact of the Taxing District's Rate on Residential Homestead Taxes:

13.

14.
15.
16.
- A7,
18.

19.
20.
21.
22,
23.

24.
25.

27.
28.

change in market value from 2019 to 2020, which is the city median change.

Assumes a 7.5%
(D) (E) (F) (G) (H)
Market Homestead Taxing
Value Market Taxable District
Before Value Market Tax Portion of
Exclusion | Exclusion Value Capacity Tax
Actual Pay 2019
Pay 2019 76,000 @40% 500,000@1.0% | (A7xG)+
MV -rem @ 9% (B) - (E) rem @ 1.25% (A12X D)
218,600 17,600 201,000 2,010 $826.71
93,000 28,900 64,100 641 $263.64
139,500 24,700 114,800 1,148 $472.17
232,600 16,300 216,300 2,163 $889.64
372,100 3,800 368,300 3,683 $1,514.81
Proposed Pay 2020
Pay 2020 MV | 76,000 @40% 500,000@1.0% | (B7xG)+
X 1.075 -rem @ 9% (D) - (E) rem @ 1.25% (B12x D)
235,000 16,100 218,900 2,189 $898.39
100,000 28,200 71,800 718 $294.67
150,000 23,700 126,300 1,263 $518.35
250,000 14,700 235,300 2,353 $965.69
400,000 1,200 398,800 3,988 $1,636.72
Percentage Change from 2019 to 2020
7.5% -8.5% 8.9% 8.9% 8.7%
7.5% -2.4% 12.0% 12.0% 11.8%
7.5% -4.0% 10.0% 10.0% 9.8%
7.5% -9.8% 8.8% 8.8% 8.5%
7.5% -68.4% 8.3% 8.3% 8.0%




19-23.

24-28.

Instructions for Calculating a Residential Homestead Property Tax:

Market Value of Residential Homestead
Assumes that the Pay 2020 market value changed from Pay 2019 by 7.5%.
Countywide, the median change in market value from Pay 2019 to Pay 2020 is 6.2%.

Calculate the Homestead Market Value Exclusion
40% of the first 76,000 of market value (D), reduced by 9% on the market value over 76,000

The exclusion decreases as the market value over 76,000 increases, until a 413,300 home receives 0 exclusion.

Calculate Taxable Market Value
Market Value before Exclusion (D) - Homestead Market Value Exclusion (E).

Calculate the Net Tax Capacity of a Residential Homestead

Pay 2019: 1st 500,000 of (F) Taxable Market Value @ 1.00%, remainder @ 1.25%
Pay 2020: 1st 500,000 of (F) Taxable Market Value @ 1.00%, remainder @ 1.25%

Calculate the Taxing District's portion of the Tax

Pay 2019: multiply the Pay 2019 net tax capacity (G) by the Pay 2019 tax capacity local tax rate (A7), plus

multiply the Pay 2019 market value before exclusion (D) by the Pay 2019 market value tax rate (A12)

Pay 2020: multiply the Pay 2020 net tax capacity (G) by the Pay 2020 tax capacity local tax rate (B7) , plus

multiply the Pay 2020 market value before exclusion (D) by the Pay 2020 market value tax rate (B12)

Line 19 will default to the median residential homestead value for the taxing authority for taxes payable in 2020.

Calculate the % increase/decrease from 2019 to 2020
(2020 -2019) / 2019

There is no longer a homestead credit. The market value homestead credit was eliminated starting with taxes payable in

2012 and was replaced with a market value exclusion for homestead property.
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City of Lake Saint Croix Beach
Resolution No. 2019-06

Adopting Proposed Budgets and Proposed Property Tax Levies — Year 2020

Whereas, the Council for the City of Lake Saint Croix Beach, County of
Washington, Minnesota, be it resolved that the following sums of money be
budgeted for the year 2020 and levied in the current year for collection in 2020,
upon taxable property in the City of Lake Saint Croix Beach, for the purposes:

Proposed General Fund Budget $725,908
Proposed Debt Service Fund re. Fire Station

Expansion/Remodel & Fire Relief Assn $12,212
Total Proposed Budget $738,120
Proposed General Fund Certified Levy $554,284
Proposed Debt Service Fund Levy re. Fire

Station Expansion/Remodel & Fire Relief Assn $12,212
Total Proposed Certified Levy $566,496

Whereas, the Treasurer is hereby instructed to transmit a copy of this resolution
and other appropriate forms to the County Auditor of Washington, Minnesota.

Adopted by the City Council on September 16, 2019.

Thomas McCarthy
Mayor

Attest
Dave Engstrom
City Clerk/Administrator




LOWER ST. CROIX VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT
1560 St. Croix Trail South
Mailing Address: PO. Box 234 - Lakeland, MN 55043
(651) 436-7033 * FAX (651) 436-1682

Aug 7, 2019

City of Lake St. Croix Beach

This letter is in regard to your question about closing Quebec between 19 St. S
and 20™ St S to through traffic. This closure would have absolutely no effect on
fire or medical response. Any questions feel free to contact me.

Jim Stanley Fire Chief
)

(st

Providing Fire and Ambulance Service for the Communities of:
Afton — Lakeland — Lakeland Shores — Lake St. Croix Beach — St. Mary’s Point



klaurlscb@comcast.net

From: Kevin Sandstrom <KSandstrom@eckberglammers.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 31,2019 11:47 AM

To: dengstromlscb@comcast.net

Cc: Tom McCarthy; klaurlscb@comcast.net

Subject: RE: Road Closure

Hi Dave,

I've taken a look at this issue and researched the state statutes applicable to roads (Chapter 160). | do not see any
requirement of particular notice or hearing or any other procedural mandates when a city opts to alter its existing
roadways, so long as the matter does not involve vacating a street, and the change does not entirely deny roadway
access to a property owner. This includes no need for a public hearing. | would recommend, however, that the matter
be addressed and memorialized in a written resolution adopted by the council, with findings of fact included in the
resolution that the creation of the dead-end road is in the public interest and will not result in a denial of roadway
access to any public or private property.

Kevin Sandstrom
Attorney

ECKBERG ‘
LAMMERS §f'vears

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 1949-2019

Direct: 651-351-2134 | Fax: 651-439-2923
website | map

From: dengstromlscb@comcast.net [mailto:dengstromiscb@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2019 10:25 AM

To: Kevin Sandstrom

Cc: Tom McCarthy; klaurlscb@comcast.net

Subject: Road Closure

Kevin,

We have a request from the Vets Memorial Board to close off or dead end the street that is in front of the Vet’s

Park. We will not be vacating the street. There are 2 homeowners that will be affected however we do not believe
closing the street is an issue to them. | have checked with Parotti and he has no issue, and he said he would defer to the
fire department. | asked Jim Stanley and he said the fire department would have no issues.

The question | have is do we need to have a public hearing? We are not vacating the street, just blocking off one end.

Thanks-

Dave
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It’s been a couple of weeks since EAC Commissioner Hoaglund published accusations
of illegal vegetative cutting at my property. I continue to have to defend myself against
comments like — I see you’re in trouble with the City. Linda, what did you do? She’s
really fixated on you. Why are you cutting native sumac? (I don’t even have sumac on

my property.)

Dear City Council,

As “the buck stops with the City Council”, these are my gripes to you all:

1. The Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) has taken it upon themselves to say
that they are tasked with environmental compliance. The City Council has not given
them this authority.

2. There is a Facebook page titled, Lake St. Croix Beach Citizens Environmental
Group. This page appears as a guasi-official City site.

- It is administered by EAC Commissioners Chris Smith, Erica Hoaglund and resident
Doug Williams.

- Commissioner Smith publishes photos of his work as 2 EAC Commissioner.

- Twice last month, Commissioner Erica Hoaglund published photos indicating alleged
vegetative cutting on my property. Portraying me as a schmuck trying to cheat the
system. In my experience, this is not how the City treats residents. All cutting on my
property is done according to City Code and with Tree Inspector approval when
required.

3. City Councilmember Dawn Bulera is directing and encouraging these defamatory
and harmful accusations.

- Councilmember Bulera to Commissioner Hoaglund, “Keep observing. Many
residents like to know what is going on.”

It was just a couple of weeks ago that residents gave Council an earful about not wanting
City Officials marching down the street with clipboards looking for code violations.
Council explained that the practice is for the City to follow-up on written complaints
filed at the City Hall. This was not my experience. My alleged violations were
published directly to the internet — there for all to see forever and ever. And I do not
want to hear any blathering from those involved saying they were acting as private
citizens. They are wearing two hats — private citizen and elected or appointed City
official.

So, City Council, you appear to have a rogue commission being directed by one of your

own. Please sort this out.
L T e
% % //7
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City of Lake St. Croix Beach
City Hall
16455 20" Street South
Lake St. Croix Beach, MN 55043

Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) Meeting
August 20th, 2019
6:30pm
MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris Smith, Erica Hoaglund, Bruce Albrecht

MEMBERS ABSENT: Lynette Anderson, Marilyn Siebenaler

ALTERNATE MEMBERS PRESENT: N/A

ALTERNATE MEMBERS ABSENT: N/A

STAFF/COUNCIL PRESENT: City Clerk Dave Engstrom, Mayor Tom McCarthy,
OTHERS PRESENT: Diane Lair, Doug Williams, Ron Carlson, Linda O’'Donnell

C. Smith called the regular EAC meeting to order at 6:35pm: City Hall

PUBLIC COMMENTS: none at this time

APPROVE AGENDA: Chris requests we add the adopt-a-drain program to the agenda,
Erica moves to approve the agenda as amended, Chris seconds. Motion passes
unanimously.

APPROVE MINUTES: Bruce moves to accept minutes as amended, Erica seconds,

motion passes unanimously. Erica will submit changes to Dave.

MEETING BUSINESS:

New EAC member status — McCarthy interviewed Marion and Sheryl, but he hasn’t
gotten to Grace.

[MOTION] Chris moves that EAC recommends City Council approve the previously
selected and recommended EAC members during its September council meeting to
ensure EAC can meet quorum and make progress on city-assigned tasks. Erica
seconds. Motion passes unanimously.

Erica asked, in light of the concern about EAC not meeting expectations, what is the
standing process for the commission’s recommendations to make it to council? Dave
noted that this is the responsibility of the commission’s council liaison. For EAC this is
Dawn and JP as a backup.

Heritage days report — Chris, Erica and Bruce all report excellent feedback. We should
ask Dawn how many ice cream vouchers she passed out for a count of attendees.
Bruce estimates 250-275 people attended.
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Resident questionnaire — Doug and Erica worked on this and provided a draft for
review. Group discussion lead to the removal of the clean-up day question as the city
will not be offering another cleanup day and is no longer interested in discussion of a
second day in a summer. All other questions approved by the commission to be send to
council for review. Dave will get this on the Sept. city council agenda and asks that a
member of the commission be present in case council has questions. Erica will provide
the amended questionnaire to Dave with the notes from this meeting.

Adopt-a-drain discussion — It was discussed at the Aug 19 city council meeting that
EAC has not been meeting expectations as relates to the adopt-a-drain program. EAC
was never provided with direction about what council wants done so we asked for that
now. Mayor McCarthy indicated the commission needs to GPS the locations of drains
and try to find volunteers to take care of their drains. Generally, this entails keeping the
drain clear of snow, trash, debris and vegetation year round.

Doug offered that this program, Adopt-a-drain was designed as a seven county core
metro program in MN, applied to cities with a storm sewer system. The system may not
apply to what we have in town. Doug volunteers to help find volunteers to adopt drains.
There is an additional desire to have the drains marked in some fashion. Dave will look
into how to mark them.

[MOTION] Chris moves that EAC recommends city council solicit bids for snow
removal around city stormwater drains to facilitate the collection of melt water and
increase city street longevity. Bruce seconds. Motion passes unanimously.

Discussion: Snow/ice/water control around drains last winter was insufficient. The
issues are several: water enters the drains on thaw days, then freezes again sealing the
drains off and ploughs pile tons of packed heavy snow on drains. These factors make it
a big ask for private residents to do snow control. Mayor indicated it was just like taking
care of fire hydrants. Some feel it's more work than fire hydrants and so worth at least
finding out the magnitude of the cost for the city to provide this service.

[MOTION] Erica moves that EAC recommends City Council create an up to $250 per
property cost-share program to assist landowners interested in creating swales and
raingardens in areas of the city where water pools on the road. EAC recommends the
Program not exceed $3,000 in a single calendar year. Chris seconds. Motion passes
unanimously.

Washington county recycling updates — Bruce reports The Washington county
recycling info that was distributed in the last newsletter was incorrect. It was from the
environmental center not our recycling provider, Highland. Commission suggests
including the Highland specific info in the next newsletter as Highland accepts more
items than the other info indicated. Dave said if there was room in the next newsletter
this could be done. Ron indicated that the city website should be make accurate as well.
Dave or Kathy will update the city website with the current link to Highland’s info. Erica
will ook for the Highland flier and send it to Dave with meeting minutes.
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Playground color concerns — LSCB citizens have contacted several EAC members
with questions about the color of the new Riverfront Park playground as they are not
natural and thus may not meet the wild and scenic river requirements. There is some
disagreement about this. Restrictions only apply if the structure is visible from the water
and the playground may not be although there were differences of opinion about this as
well. LSCB Parks commission requested that EAC discuss this. Chris has a suggested
solution of planting a few native screening trees on the beach side of the road between
the new playground and the river. If the City is unable to allocate funds for this purpose,
Chris is willing to consider donating these trees to the City.

[MOTION] Chris moves that EAC recommends City Council approve up to $500.00 for
planting 3-4 eastern red cedar trees to properly block the view of the new playground
equipment from the river given the colors violate the scenic riverway rules. Bruce
seconds. Motion passes unanimously.

Parking lot creationf/fill in the floodplain — Citizens have come to EAC with concern
for gravel fill recently places in the floodplain. FEMA reimbursement is being sought by
the city for the cost of placing this gravel. Citizens concern is for where the flood waters
displaced by this gravel will go. There are differing opinions about if where the gravel
was placed was gravel before or was grass. There are accounts of both at various
historical points. Mayor offered that several adjacent residents to this location are not
concerned about the gravel. There was recently an inspection of some kind of this
location in response to citizen concerns and the inspection resulted in a finding of no
concern. This is attached below.

New invasive — Chris reports a new invasive plant in town, common tansy. There are
no other known reports nearby so this is an early detection species that we can get on
top of now and keep out. Chris pulled all he found this year.

MEMBER REPORTS

Chris — a resident brought up the concept of the city being a pollinator city at the last
city council meeting. Chris drafted a resolution that would do this for the commission’s
review. Everyone reviewed and approved of the draft as a starting point for council. The
text of the resolution is attached to these notes.

[MOTION] Chris moves that EAC recommends City Council adopt the attached
resolution to designate the City as a pollinator-friendly city. Erica seconds. Motion
passes unanimously.

Erica — nothing further.

Ron — Would like to know what is the status of his application to join the commission is.
EAC recommended him as an alternate. Ron would like to see a charter, mission
statement, Chris will re-send to him.

Diane — nothing further

Doug - nothing further
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Mayor — met with a vegetation restoration company to get an estimate for some work
along the bluff at stair four. An estimate is coming.

Linda — Thanks the members for serving. Recommended we re-consider the Tree city
program.

Kathy — raised concerns about EAC following proper city processes. And expressed
personal dissatisfaction.

Dave — nothing further

Bruce — Patrice dropped off info about thistles. Washington county has an herbicide
they use on thistle. Bruce wants to get ID resources back along the trail, maybe 5
species at each bench.

[MOTION] Chris moved to adjourn at 8:11pm, Bruce seconds. Motion passes.

Attachments:
1. Survey Questionnaire
2. Highland Sanitation Recycling Flier
3. Motions and Pollinator City Draft Resolution
4. Emails/Letter related to gravel fill in floodplain
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The city of Lake St Croix Beach (LSCB) has an Environmental Advisory Commission
(EAC). The EAC works on issues related to recycling and city clean up as well as
environmental compliance and stewardship.

The EAC is very interested in learning what your opinion is on some of the issues that
are being considered by our community. Please complete this short survey & return it

either by mail (fold it, tape it, & mail it (postage required), drop it off at City Hall, or complete it
online here (tiny URL). Circle the letter of your answers, or fill in the blanks.

1) This commission needs volunteers to help complete some of LSCB’s projects. Would you be
willing to volunteer for community work in our city, things like city garden & rain garden
maintenance (weeding mostly), invasive plant species control (pulling weeds, pulling
buckthorn, etc.)?

A. Yes! Sign me up so | learn about opportunities to help out.
B. 1 am not able to commit time to volunteering right now but support the environmental
work in the city

2) We would reduce wear and tear on our roads & reduce fuel use by hauler trucks if everyone
put their recycling and trash containers on the same side of the street. Would you be willing
to go to one-sided recycling and trash pickup to save tax dollars & help protect our air
quality? Yes No

A. If not please tell us what your concerns with this idea
are:

3) Would you be interested in a community garden in LSCB? A community garden would
consist of small garden plots located on city property where residents could raise
vegetables. Yes No

4) The EAC would like to provide residents with information on environmental topics of interest
to the community. Circle the issues of interest to you.

Ash tree management (The Emerald Ash Boer has been confirmed IN LSCB)
Rain gardens

Invasive plant species

Invasive animal species

Pollinators and gardening for pollinators

Wildlife in and around the City

Wild and Scenic River

River and floodplain Stewardship

Other (please write in):

TITIOMMOO D>

Optional:

Name Address

Email

Thank you for completing the survey!
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Source: http://www.highlandsanitation.com/Residential/Recvcle.asp

Additional Recycling Information

What is single stream recycling?

Single stream recycling allows both residential and commercial recyclers to place all recyclables
into one bin, regardless of material type. This makes recycling easier for the consumer and
increases participation throughout the community.

What are the benefits of a single stream system?
Simplifying the process results in higher consumer participation, more recyclables collected, and
less waste in our landfills.

Tips for curbside recycling

 Be sure to put your materials out by 6am on your normal trash day.

e Please prepare materials correctly and only include items accepted through our program.
Including additional materials makes processing more costly.

e Please avoid breaking glass! Glass shards are difficult to sort by color, and even more
difficult to market.

Please Recycle These Items
Plastic and aluminium/tin

e Clean #1-#7 plastic bottles, tubs and containers, landscape edging, plastic toys (Except
Styrofoam)

e Plastic retail bags. Please consolidate into a single bag

e Aluminum cans

e Aluminum foil (clean only)

o Steel (tin) cans

e Rinsed motor oil bottles

e Empty aerosol cans (no caps)

e Scrap metal, pot and pans with handles removed (household quantities)

Glass
e Glass bottles and jars of any color (please avoid breaking glass; remove and recycle metal
lids)
Paper
o Office paper (including computer, copier, plain fax paper, pastel colored paper (please,

NO wrapping paper, neon or other bright paper)
 Newspapers and newspaper inserts (NO PLASTIC BAGS)



Magazines and catalogs

Shredded Paper (enclosed in sealed paper bag) www.ShreddedPaperTape.com
Junk mail (please open your mail to remove any promotional stickers, credit cards,
membership cards, or other non-paper items)

Cardboard and paperboard

Corrugated cardboard (please remove all materials, packing and other items inside boxes
no need to break-down packing boxes)

Brown paper grocery bags

Pizza boxes (please clean food particals and grease from box)

Paperboard (cereal, cake, beer, soda, snack and chip boxes, clothing boxes, frozen food
boxes)

2



1)

2)

4)

5)

Environmental Advisory Commission (EAC) Recommendations

Passed: 20 August 2019

EAC recommends City Council approve the previously selected and recommended EAC
members during its September Council Meeting to ensure EAC can meet quorum and
make progress on city-assigned tasks.

EAC recommends City Council approve up to $500.00 for planting 3-4 eastern red cedar
trees to properly block the view of the new playground equipment from the river given
the colors violate the scenic riverway rules.

EAC recommends City Council create an up to $250 per property cost-share program to
assist landowners interested in creating swales and raingardens in areas of the city
where water pools on the road. EAC recommends the Program not exceed $3,000 in a
single calendar year.

EAC recommends City Council solicit bids for snow removal around city stormwater
drains to facilitate the collection of melt water and increase city street longevity.

EAC recommends City Council adopt the ATTACHED resolution to designate the City as a
pollinator-friendly city.
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RESOLUTION XXX
Submitted by: Christopher E. Smith, Chair — Environmental Advisory Commission

Declaring Lake St. Croix Beach a pollinator-friendly community and encouraging residents and
businesses to adopt pollinator-friendly practices.

Whereas, pollinators are a necessary component of a healthy ecosystem and food system, providing
essential pollination of plants in order to grow vegetables, herbs, and fruits; and

Whereas, pollinator populations are in sharp decline due to an ongoing loss of habitat as a result of
human land use practices, coupled with a simultaneous large-scale expansion of pesticide use by
homeowners, landscapers, property managers, and farmers; and

Whereas, rusty-patched bumble bees are a federally endangered species and the Minnesota State Bee,
and known to occur in within city limits; and

Whereas, neonicotinoid and other systemic insecticides have been shown to cause iliness and death to
bees and other pollinators; and

Whereas, alternative land management practices are available that dramatically increase pollinator
forage while decreasing maintenance costs; and

Whereas, the monetary and social cost of maintaining pollinator-friendly landscapes can be less
expensive than the costs associated with maintaining chemically-treated monocrop landscapes; and

Whereas, the State of Minnesota preempted any powers of local governments to regulate any and all
matters concerning the registration, labeling, distribution, sale, handling, use, application, or disposal of
pesticides; and

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the city of Lake St. Croix Beach:

That the city of Lake St. Croix Beach is hereby declared a Pollinator-Friendly Community. The City
celebrates current policies and practices that protect and support pollinator health including:

- Restoring greenspaces using predominately native plants, including the newly installed pollinator
planting at City Hall.

Be It Further Resolved that the City commits to making the following improvements to City policy and
practice to increase pollinator forage, including Minnesota native pollinator forage, and decrease
pesticide use by the following City departments:

- The City will pursue planting more pollinator forage in appropriate locations, including stormwater
management ponds, shorelines, and large land areas that are currently turf grass, adopt clear guidelines
against the use of insecticides and insecticide-treated plants.



Be It Further Resolved that the city of Lake St. Croix Beach urges all Lake St. Croix Beach property
owners, residents, businesses, and institutions to become more pollinator-friendly by adopting practices
including:

- Committing to not use insecticides, including systemic insecticides, on their property;

- Avoiding planting flowering plants that are treated with systemic insecticides;

- Discontinuing the sale of insecticides and plants that are treated with systemic insecticides; and

- Planting more pollinator forage on their property and organic or chemical-free lawn and landscaping

practices.

The resolution was adopted XXXXXXX
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From: McClosky, James (DPS) <james.mcclosky@state.mn.us>

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2019 11:06 AM

To: dengstromlscb@comcast.net

Subject: FW: Lake St. Croix Beach Acquisition Certification and Potential Non-Compliant Property
Use

Attachments: Inspection and Certification Letter.docx; Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions -

2071 Ramada.pdf; Letter to LSCB.DOCX

Mr. Engstrom,
This message is being re-sent to affirm that certification outlined in the attached letter still needs to be fulfilled.

Washington County Emergency Management and | visited the properties in question and found that there were no
concerns.

Please complete the required certification so that the state’s records are up to date.

Jim McClosky | Mitigation Planner

Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
651-201-7455 | hsem.dps.mn.gov | Follow DPS

From: McClosky, James (DPS)

Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2019 8:59 AM

To: deengstromlsch@comcast.net

Cc: Nelson, Jennifer E (DPS) <jennifer.e.nelson@state.mn.us>; Strauss, Ceil C (DNR) <ceil.strauss@state.mn.us>; Hayes,
Jeanna (DPS) <Jeanna.Hayes@state.mn.us>; Douglas Berglund <Douglas.Berglund@co.washington.mn.us>

Subject: Lake St. Croix Beach Acquisition Certification and Potential Non-Compliant Property Use

Hello Mr. Engstrom,

The City of Lake St. Croix Beach acquired flood prone properties using FEMA's Hazard Mitigation Assistance funds. The
city is required to certify every three years that there are no change in the use or disposition of the properties per 44
Code of Federal Regulations § 80.19 Land Use and Oversight. Please see the attached letter for instructions on how to
certify the FEMA funded properties. A copy of the restriction covenants attached to the warranty deed is attached for
your reference.

The state hazard mitigation program was made aware of a potential violation of the covenants placed on the warranty
deed and the regulation. The report was that fill was placed on one or more of the properties. HSEM has a file with
photos when the project was completed. The properties must maintained in similar condition as seen in the photos until
FEMA approves the change. There are also other conditions found in the restriction covenants and the federal regulation
that are potential compliance issues.



In addition to the certification reporting, photos with addresses are requested to help us understand the situation. Only

one photo showing the entire property is requested. This will help determine our reporting to FEMA and if any further
actions are needed.

Regards,

Jim McClosky | Mitigation Planner

Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Minnesota Department of Public Safety
651-201-7455 | hsem.dps.mn.gov | Follow DPS




